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ST. PETERSBURG – The
Carter G. Woodson African
American Museum, now operating from cramped quarters
on Ninth Avenue and 22nd
Street South, will relocate a
few blocks north to Commerce Park. The 5.5-acre site
will allow the popular cultural
institution to expand, Mayor
Rick Kriseman announced on
Tuesday.
“I’ve heard you. There’s
been much debate about what
happens on this corridor,” he
remarked during a news con-

ference at the Manhattan
Casino, attended mostly by
black business and organization leaders and representatives.
“We’ve seen passion and
frustrations rise because
buildings haven’t,” he noted,
referring to failed efforts to develop the Commerce Park site.
Kriseman’s news this week
came after receiving an unsolicited proposal from the
Sankofa Vision Group, a collection of organizations active
in the effective redevelopment
of Midtown, with their recommendations and his staff’s reviews producing a reimagining

of the 22nd Street corridor
they’re rebranding as Deuces
Rising.
Kriseman, mindful of those
critics of his administration’s
less than successful efforts
producing economic development and affordable housing
for black residents, in particular, said he remains “committed to the mantra: ‘I brought to
City Hall when I was first
elected, to listen, learn and
lead.’”
With that said, he introduced a reimagined vision for
the 22nd Street South corridor.
See MUSEUM, page 9

Chrishonna Daniels: The girl boss
ST. PETERSBURG —
Chrishonna Daniels is an
artist. She doesn’t paint on a
canvas or sculpts with clay, but
her creations are a work of art
nonetheless. Her medium?
Fingernails.
Daniels knew she wanted
to be a nail artist since she was
knee-high to a pedicure chair.
Her mother is a nail technician, and she wanted to follow
in her footsteps.
However, when it came
time to choose a career, she
enrolled in the Dental Assisting program on the St. Petersburg campus of Pinellas
Technical College (PTC-STP).
That nagging feeling of not following her childhood dream
would not subside, and she
found herself back at PTC-STP
enrolling in the Nails Specialty
program.
“I really enjoyed the class,”
she said.
Daniels said one of her assigned chapters pertained to

Chrishonna Daniels opened her nail salon weeks after
graduating from Pinellas Technical College.
salon management. She knew
then and there she would become a business owner.
“During the course, that’s
when I realized that I wanted
to actually have my own salon.
The teacher was very helpful
with things I would need to
have.”
Daniels graduated from the

10-week program in June and
opened Custom Beauty Spa at
the end of July. She has a few
part-time independent contractors and a PTC classmate to
round out the nail technician
staff. With her mom being in
the business for decades, she

Carlton Mayers, II and
Epiphany Summers
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER — The statistics are out, and Florida ranks as
the worst state for treating kids as
young as 10 years old like hardened adult criminals, direct filing
more children than any other
state.
“Direct file is the law in Florida
that allows the state attorney, who
is an elected official, to be the only
authority to determine if a juvenile
anywhere from the age of 14 years
old to 17 years old will be transferred from juvenile court to adult
court for committing a felony —
or sometimes misdemeanors,”
stated Carlton Mayers, II, Southern Poverty Law Center’s (SPLC)
supervising field director for criminal justice reform in the state of
Florida.
“Florida right now is number
one in the country for prosecuting
juveniles in adult court and ultimately locking them up in adult
prisons. It’s a bad number one for
Florida to have,” he added.
Mayers was in town with the
No Place for A Child coalition, a
bipartisan organization out to reverse Florida’s use of direct file by
trying to reform the law to substantially reduce the number of
kids being direct filed – ultimately
with goal of eliminating the law itself.
The coalition offered a series
of Tampa Bay Juvenile Transfer
Reform In-Person trainings to give
community members talking
points and strategies for reaching
out to their state representatives.
In October, Mayers led a training at North Greenwood’s MLK Jr
Neighborhood Center, joined by
David C. Moran, a public defender
at the Sixth Judicial Circuit of
Florida,
Dream
Defenders’
statewide organizing director
Epiphany Summers, Pastor Doug
Walker of Tampa Bay Center for
Community Transformation, Zeb
Atkinson IV, president of the
Clearwater NAACP and others.

See BOSS, page 9
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CITY OF LARGO
PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
FY 2018-2019 CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL PERFORMANCE & EVALUATION REPORT
FOR THE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM (CDBG)
Notice is hereby provided that the City of Largo's draft Consolidated Annual Performance and
Evaluation Report (annual report) for the federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Program is available for public review and comment. The annual report reflects the accomplishments
achieved with federal, state and local funding used to support affordable housing, homelessness, and
community development projects.
The draft annual report will be made available from December 6, 2019 through December 20,
2019 for public review and comment prior to its submission to HUD no later than December 31,
2019. The report will be available at the locations listed below, and the City of Largo's website
(www.largo.com/housing):
Largo City Hall
Community Development Department
201 Highland Avenue
Largo, FL 33770

Largo Public Library
Reference Desk
120 Central Park Drive
Largo, FL 33771

Comments or questions regarding the CAPER are to be submitted in writing to the following address
by December 20, 2019 at 3:00 pm:
City of Largo
Community Development Dept.
Attn: Arrow Woodard
P.O. Box 296
Largo, FL 33779-0296
Fax: (727) 587-6765
E-mail: housing@largo.com

Pinellas County
2018-2019 Consolidated Annual Performance & Evaluation Report
Pinellas County’s Consolidated Annual Performance & Evaluation Report (CAPER) for the
2018-2019 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnerships
(HOME), and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) programs is available for viewing and
public comment beginning December 13 through December 27, 2019. The CAPER is
available at the Pinellas County Community Development Division, 440 Court Street,
2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756 or online at www.pinellascounty.org/community.
The CAPER is comprised of statistical and financial statements, narratives and maps
regarding activities carried out during the 2018-2019 program year to meet previously
identified goals and objectives. Approximately $11,440,983 in Federal CDBG, HOME, and
ESG grant funds and program income was available to carry out activities, all of which was
committed and approximately $5,232,588 of which was expended. Additionally,
approximately $1,621,723 in Federal Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) grant funds
and program income was available to carry out activities and approximately $15,509 was
expended. CDBG, ESG and NSP funded activities were located within the Urban County
(unincorporated areas and 19 cooperating small cities). HOME funded activities were located
within the Consortium (the Urban County and the City of Largo).
Comments on the CAPER may be made in writing to the Pinellas County Community
Development Division at the above address through December 27, 2019, or by email to
cdplanning@pinellascounty.org. The report, including a summary of public comments
received, will be sent to the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development no later
than December 29, 2019. The summary of comments will also be available at the Pinellas
County Community Development Division after December 29, 2019.
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St. Pete’s Mara Brody wins prestigious Rangel Fellowship
Last month, St. Petersburg native Mara Brody
was awarded a 2020
Charles B. Rangel International Affairs Fellowship
following a highly competitive nationwide contest.
The Rangel Fellowship, funded by the U.S.
Department of State and
administered by Howard
University, supports extraordinary individuals
who want to pursue careers in the Foreign Service of the U.S. Department
of State. The Rangel Fellowship will support
Brody through a two-year
master’s degree in International Relations.
It will also provide extensive professional development
opportunities,
including
internships,
mentors, and skills training. As part of the Rangel
Program, she will intern
with a member of Congress on issues related to

foreign affairs in summer
2020.
In summer 2021, the
Department of State will
send her overseas to intern in a U.S. Embassy or
Consulate to get hands-on
experience with U.S. foreign policy. Upon successful completion of the
program, Brody will become a U.S. diplomat in
the summer of 2022, embarking on one of the most
challenging and rewarding
careers of service to her
country.
During the competition, she impressed the selection panel with her
strengths in academics
and extracurricular activities and her commitment
to promoting peace, prosperity, and the protection
of U.S. citizens while serving as an American diplomat around the world.
Brody was born in St.
Petersburg and is a senior

International
Studies
major with a concentration
in International Affairs and
Homeland Security at
Bethune Cookman University in Daytona Beach. At
Bethune Cookman University, she is a recipient of an
Excelsior Academic Scholarship Award.
She has received both
President and Dean List
recognitions and was
awarded the distinguished
Top Student in International Studies Award from
2017-19.
Additionally,
Brody was a Division 1
athlete playing for the
Bethune Cookman University Softball Team and
served on the Judicial
Court.
During college, Brody
participated in the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation Internship as
the Stephanie Tubbs
Jones Fellow as well as the
2018 Charles B. Rangel In-

AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE HUBBARD, ESQ.
President, ASALH

Sundown towns were
all white cities that enforced segregation by excluding people of color
from the towns after
dark. This horrendous
practice affected many
black people, through a
combination of racial
laws, intimidation, police
enforcement and violence.
The term came from
signs posted, usually at
the city limits, that said
black people had to be
out of town by sundown.
The practice was not restricted to southern
states. Other states, particularly in the West and
Mid-West, were as restrictive to black travelers as southern states
such as Alabama, Mississippi, Florida and Georgia.
“Whites Only Within
City Limits After Dark”
was a familiar sign at the
city limits of these racist
towns. Often racial slurs
were used on the signs.

It was an irrational,
cruel and inhumane vestige of the system of enslavement that continued
the racist system of segregation by color, racial
inequality and public humiliation of people of
color. People could work
and labor in these towns
during the day, but could
not live or remain there
after dark.
It was a treatment
that debased the citizenship of black Americans
and made a mockery of
the Emancipation Proclamation, the Civil War and
the 13th, 14th and 15th
“Reconstruction Amendments” to the United
States Constitution.
This practice was
widespread after Reconstruction and continued
into the 1970s. There are
still vestiges of it today.
Many areas are still unfriendly and non-welcoming to blacks.
In James Loewan’s
book “Sundown Towns;
A Hidden Dimension of
American Racism,” he
found that from Maine to
California, there were

thousands of communities that kept African
Americans out by force,
law or custom.
“Their chilling stories
have been joined more
recently by the many
elite (and some not so
elite)
suburbs
like
Grosse Pointe, MI, or
Edina, MN, that have excluded nonwhites by
‘kinder gentler means.’”
When Loewan began
research on this book, he
expected to find about 50
towns across the country; instead he found
thousands.
The sundown towns
listed in Florida were not
surprising: Altha, Cedar
Key, Coral Gables, Daytona Beach Shores, Del
Ray Beach, Elfers, Flagler Beach, Gulfport,
Holmes Beach, Longboat Key, Melbourne
Beach, Miami Beach,
Myakka City, Ocoee, Old
Homosassa, Palm Beach,
Samsula, Southport, St.
Cloud, Venice, Winter
Haven and Yankee Town.
In a 2008 “UU World”
article, Loewan said
many sundown towns

ternational Affairs Summer Enrichment Program. She interned in the
offices of Senator Bill Nelson and Congressman
Charlie Crist.
Her commitment to
public service and her
ability to excel simultaneously as a student, athlete
and emerging professional, lay a strong foundation for her success in
graduate school and as a
future global leader.
Brody’s journey has
now led her to the Rangel
Fellowship, and she is excited to prepare for her career in diplomacy. She
plans to pursue a master’s
degree in International
Relations with a concentration in Latin American
Studies.
She is proud to be a
Rangel Fellow and a future
Foreign Service Officer.
She commented, “I look
forward to attending grad-

uate school and representing this country abroad. I
am grateful to Bethune
Cookman for giving me
the academic background
and leadership experiences that made me more

competitive for this fellowship and the Foreign Service.”
Congratulations from
The Weekly Challenger for
being one of St. Pete’s
finest!

Sundown
towns
weren’t always all-white.
“Between 1890 and
1954, thousands of independent communities
across the United States
drove out their black populations or took steps to
forbid African Americans
from living in them. Sundown suburbs formed a
little later, mostly from
1900 to 1968.”
Other cities, such as
St.
Petersburg
and
Largo, according to anecdotal evidence, actively
enforced
segregation
without signs.
When asked how this
enforcement took place,
at least one local black
resident stated that the
segregation limits were
enforced by law enforcement, who would sometimes pull black drivers
over to “inquire why”
they were in certain
areas “after dark.” The
drivers would be told to
leave the area. These
practices continued into
the 1970s.
Sundown towns obviously posed quite a danger to black travelers
using cars to travel from

Black people were only allowed in downtown
St. Petersburg except to go to work. Dr. Ralph
Wimbush integrated the downtown Mass
Brothers lunch counter 1961.
one state to another.
They could be arrested,
beaten or lynched if they
wandered into one of
these segregated towns.
Jim Crow laws and
Black Codes sustained
racial segregation and
prevented black travelers
from pulling into a segregated roadside motel
when they were tired.
Black families had trouble finding places to eat
or were denied the use of
a bathroom at some gas
stations.
In order to help black
travelers, “The Negro
Motorist’s Green Book,”
by Victor and Anna
Green, began publication
annually in Harlem 193764. Its distribution helped
black motorists travel
safely across a segre-

gated landscape. The
Green Book, as it was
called, printed a list of accommodations that black
travelers could use.
In 1954, the United
States Supreme Court
outlawed racial segregation in public schools and
later in public accommodations. After a vicious
civil rights struggle,
restaurants, motels, gas
stations began to open
up.
In 1968, Congress
amended the Civil Rights
Act to include Title VII,
the Fair Housing Act,
which made the practice
of racial discrimination in
housing unlawful. The
signs began to come
down, and many sundown towns were forced
to integrate.
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‘The Grasshopper and the Ant’
and Other Stories at the MFA
features crawly creatures as art
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Ecology, bugs, Aesop’s Fables and art.
Installation artist Jennifer Angus’ show, The
Grasshopper and the Ant
and Other Stories, manages to combine these
seemingly disparate elements in her largest installation ever on exhibit
through Jan. 5, 2020, at
the Museum of Fine Art
(MFA).
Angus happens to be a
professor of Textiles at the
University of WisconsinMadison, but one look
glance at her creative output proves she’s got a
thing for bugs.
Much of her work incorporates fanciful displays of giant insects –
mostly various beetles,

but also in unexpected
ways while examining the
vital, if fraught, relationship humans have with
the insect world.
“I seek to rehabilitate
the image of insects and
draw correlations between humans and members of the six-legged
kingdom. The fear we
have of insects is generally unwarranted,” Angus
was quoted for the exhibit.
“Their role in the environment is vital [to human
survival], whether it be in
the pollination of flowers,
which in turn produce the
fruits we so enjoy or the
decomposition of matter.
Insects are both beautiful
and essential.”
Visitors are guided
through the rooms by
quaint calling cards that
capture illustrated bugs in
human settings, along

with the quote from one of
Aesop’s Fables.
Entering the exhibit,
one passes through a
darkened space where
stacks of jars along one
wall hold various species
of insects suspended in
multicolored gels, reminiscent of the way human
body parts were held in
specimen jars in Victorian
laboratories.
This Victorian theme
is present throughout the
exhibit, lending a kind of
antique feel to the nearly
7,000-square-foot gallery
space, filled with Angus’
amazing creatures, pinned
along walls in amazing
and intricate patterns.
Whether displayed on
walls in elaborate patterns, caught under glass
globes in human-like
poses, or staged in drawers in the “cabinets of curiosity,” which boast
mini-furniture, plastic animals, and other props
which the bugs model
alongside, Angus’ attention to detail and the intricacy of the design is
stunning.
Glass cases filled with
various animal skulls,
dried flora, and deadfauna-remains starkly remind us of the cycle of life
and eventual death of all
things – encouraging us to
wonder how much hu-

mans have to do with the
destruction of the wildlife
around us.
In yet another room,
visitors are treated to an
“animal dinner party”
where stuffed deer, foxes
and squirrels sit at a table
set with china and candles, serving vegetables,
bread, and of course,
bugs.
Working with insectsas-art for nearly 20 years,
Angus now has thousands
of bugs in her collection,
which she recycles and
uses in different displays.
She uses bug species that
plentiful – not endangered
– and often farm-raised,
mostly from Madagascar,
Malaysia, Thailand and
Papua New Guinea.
This one-of-a-kind exhibit shouldn’t be missed,
and it will be open
throughout the winter holiday – so be sure to take
the whole family to this
ecologically mindful and
magically enchanting buga-palooza!
MFA is located at 255
Beach Drive N.E. Hours:
Monday-Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 105 p.m.; Thursday from
10-8 p.m. and Sundays
from noon-5 p.m.
For more information,
please call 727.896.2667 or
visit mfastpete.org.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

‘Queen & Slim’ depicts black love/joy between a rock and a hard place
“Oooh...well, if it ain’t
the Black Bonnie and
Clyde.” – Uncle Earl (Bokeem Woodbine)
Not really. Although
the black love-on-the-run
story “Queen & Slim” has
drawn repeated references
to the 1967 crime film
“Bonnie and Clyde,” the
only similarities are that
the lead characters are two
young lovers on the run
from police. But similarities end there because
Bonnie and Clyde were actual criminals. White criminals.
In director Melina Matsoukas’ first feature film
(she has a music video
background, including Beyonce’s
“Formation”
video), the African-American lead characters —
Ernest “Slim” Hines and
Angela “Queen” Johnson –
take action in self-defense.
The repercussions of
their actions triggered a
national frenzy when a
photo snapped of the two
on the run goes viral, engaging the country in their
daring escape plan.
With such a grim setup, maybe the film’s most

powerful gift is its journey
into a world of “uncut
blackness.”
Screenwriter and creator of Showtime’s series
“The Chi” Lena Waithe
shared recently in Vanity
Fair, that unadulterated
blackness of “Queen &
Slim” was intentional.
“This feels different,”
Waite is quoted. “We are
not catering to a white audience. This film has not
been put through a white
gaze in any way.”
This is a rare if “never”
occurrence: in this case,
the strength of the story,
alongside Waithe and Matsoukas’ shared Emmy (for
an episode of Master of
None), put studios into a
bidding war over who
would finance and release
the film.
Universal won the bidding war, giving the filmmakers $17 million, and
agreed to all their demands: release within the
year, final cut, no notes
from white executives, and
an all-black test screening
audience.
This allowed the filmmakers to construct

“Queen & Slim”
Directed by: Melina Matsoukas
Screenplay: Lena Waithe
Starring: Daniel Kaluuya, Jodie
Turner-Smith, Bokeem Woodbine
Rating: R (for violence, s
ome strong sexuality, nudity,
pervasive language, and brief drug use)
Runtime: 132 minutes

“Queen & Slim” within a
“black creators creating
for black viewers” context
— showing how black
folks imagine black folks
being black folks among
black folks.
Even while escaping
from the “long-(white
man’s) arm-of-the-law.”
The final result? Millennial-era black joy and
black love, “on the run,”
but crafted with an unhurried specificity to its lead
and supporting characters’ cultural nuances.
Daniel Kaluuya, who
grabbed our hearts in “Get
Out”‘ is once again a chill
and pretty lovable everyday type as Slim; in her
first film role, Jodie
Turner-Smith is a traumatized
and
hardened
Queen.
At the end of a failed
first date, their destinies
become permanently entwined, and it’s a testament to both actors that
we’re with them almost
immediately — experiencing their initial terror and
fear, as well as their growing, respect, love and desire,
within
an
hour-and-a-half.
That at least one
(black) reviewer has dismissed it as another
“Black Lives Matter fueled
saga” indicates where the
American film audience is
at this time when it comes
to black creative production.
We’ve become fully
aware of the racial dynamics of the time, including
the ongoing police violence against brown and
black people that brought

on the Movement for
Black Lives/ Black Lives
Matter era. The paradoxes of some of us having achieved something
equating to a little American “dime” – but at a cost
that has been, for most of
us, clearly not worth it.
This reality has meant
that much of the film production that’s come out of
this period has been firmly
rooted within a context of
black fear-and-disenfranchisement-vs white-fearand-racism. Joy is hard to
find, maybe a by-product;
love is rarely even in the
mix.
How novel is it, then, to
experience the same era
through a lens that prioritizes finding joy and love in
between “the rock and the
hard place” that is contemporary America for black
folks?
What makes “Queen &
Slim” satisfying is that
even on the run with the
characters, we’re given the
opportunity to view our

complex,
sometimes
pleasurable, often harrowing cultural experiences
untainted by the creative
concerns of the white gatekeepers – who, by and
large, decide what films
we can see, where, and for
how long.
“Queen & Slim” was
created without the fear
that viewers outside of the
culture – viewers with a
non-black gaze — would
have problems relating to
the characters, or have difficulties recognizing familiar cultural tropes or
tendencies.
“Queen & Slim” was
created without the fear
that viewers outside of the
culture – viewers with a
non-”black gaze”— would
have difficulties appreciating the two duos’ ways of
living, loving and growing.
“Queen & Slim” was
created without the fear
that viewers outside of the
culture – viewers with a
non-”black gaze”— would
have difficulties under-

standing why, even in the
darkest moments of this
often “bad dream” that
America keeps turning out
to be, we are steady empathizing with, praying for,
or silently vowing to keep
trying to save more black
folks from falling into the
cycles of poverty, exploitation, illness, or despair that
many in our communities
fall victim to.
If you’re a black American, this film is made for
you – but “Queen & Slim”
won’t save your soul,
change your mind about
anything, or even really
teach you much you didn’t
know about our current
times.
What it will give you is
132 minutes of uncut
black folks rooting for
black folks who are learning to love each other, experience wonder, and
enjoy the time they have
under threat of imminent
death.
And for $11, it felt
worth it.
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Building Unity Golf Tournament
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
&
BISHOP-ELECT DR.
ROBERT HARRISON

ST. PETERSBURG -Police officers teed-up with
members of the community in the first Building
Unity in our Community
Charity Golf Tournament
last month at Mangrove
Bay Golf Course.
Each team included one
member of the St. Petersburg Police Department to
emphasize on building positive relationships while
having fun playing golf in a
relaxed setting.
St. Pete golfers included
Al Broughton, Lenton
Moon and James Cohen,
while the Polk County players present were Bishop
Joe Lewis, Elder Howard

Mathis, Lawrence Hunt,
Thomas Davis and Terry
Moore.
Special guest player
100-year-old Herbert Dixon
added a historical connection for the history of golf
and the struggle of African
Americans in the sport.
Dixon was inducted into
the National Black Golf Hall
of Fame (1998), the African
American Golfers Hall of
Fame (2012) and the Polk
County Sports Hall of
Fame.
“In my time coming up,
we weren't allowed to play
on any of the PGA golf
courses,” said Mr. Dixon.
Born in Dade City, Mr.
Dixon's dream and determination to play professional golf began when he
was 15 years old. He
learned to play by working

as a caddy, and as a result,
started to play in the Negro
Golfer’s Association since
black golfers weren't allowed to become a part of
the white mainstream organization.
“It's tough now, but you
have an opportunity to get
out there, an opportunity
that I didn't have when I
was coming up,” said Mr.
Dixon.
“This golf tournament
was a great opportunity for
members of law enforcement and our community
to come together for a good
cause,” said Police Chief
Anthony Holloway. "Engaging in positive conversations during non-stressful
or non-critical situations increases the ease with
which any future difficult
conversations can be had."

Officers who participated in the tournament included Major Robert
Mailhiot, Lt. Steve Mandakis, Lt. Brian Taylor, Sergeant Scott Elizondo,
Sergeant Kenny Miller and
Assistant Chief Mike Kovacsev.
“I thoroughly enjoyed
the opportunity to golf with
Mr. Dixon and was in utter
awe that his talents remain

so steadfast after 85 years of
golfing,” remarked Kovacsev. "The ability to interact
with such pillars within in
our community was enjoyable, and a time I will reflect
on for years to come."
Major Frank Williams
said by participating in the
tournament, he was able to
foster
new
relations
through the game of golf.
“I really appreciated the

conversations about wanting to continue the positive
relationships between the
police and the citizens of
the city,” said Williams.
Next year's Building
Unity in our Community
Charity Golf Tournament
already has a player signed
up.
“Can't wait to play again
next year,” stated Detective
Sam Brachna.
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HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623
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Cane self-defense program for senior citizens now at the Sunshine Center
ST. PETERSBURG –
Many seniors feel they are
easy targets for crime, especially if their mobility relies on the assistance of a
walking device such as a
cane or walking stick.
Many say they have a fear
of becoming a victim of
theft or some other act of
senseless violence.
Safety specialist and
martial artist Bryant Harrell has created a self-defense program to help
teach and empower senior
citizens, showing them
techniques and skills they
can use to no longer walk
in fear.
It’s called Cane-Ki-Do,
which teaches seniors various ways to use their cane
and perform basic blocks,
strikes, jabs and hooks that
could protect them in a
physical altercation. Not

only are canes an assistive
device, but they are also an
amazing self-defense tool!
Bryant, a 10th-degree
black belt, teaches the program along with his wife
Leotte Harrell, a sixth- degree black belt. Together
they teach and inspire their
senior citizen students to
dig deep and tap into an
inner strength that they
forgot they had. That’s the
“Ki” in Cane-Ki-Do – channeling that energy and
learning to turn that fear
into fuel.
Many seniors — even
though they may need it —
do not use their canes because they’re afraid of looking vulnerable. However,
once they’ve taken the
Cane-Ki-Do class, they use
their cane with pride and
confidence!
Canes are one of the

only self-defense tools that
can be taken anywhere
without question. In their
Federal Code of Regulations, the FDA has certified
canes to be “medical devices,” and therefore, can
be kept with you at all
times, unlike a walking
stick that does not have the
same medical exemption.
The Cane-Ki-Do class is
exciting, invigorating and
inspiring! The Harrells do
an excellent job of taking
time to address and work
with each person in the
class. They modify and adjust specific techniques to
reach and teach each person at their level of physical
mobility.
The inspiration for the
Harrells to create the program came from incidents
involving two of their martial arts teachers, Professor

Bill Brown Sr. and Grandmaster Joseph S. Harrell
Sr. On two separate occasions, they both used their
training and skills to ward
off attacks from potential
thieves using their canes.
Brown Sr. and Harrell
Sr. showed that just be-

cause you may be disabled
or a senior citizen, it
doesn’t mean you have to
be a victim.
If you or someone you
know would like to train in
this awesome cane self-defense class, please come
out and try a class. Classes

are taught every Saturday
at 10 a.m. at the Sunshine
Center, located at 330 Fifth
St. N, St. Pete.
Membership to the
center is required for participation in the classes.
For more information,
please call 727-893-7101.

Experts In Life-Changing Care
By LaShante Keys, Empath Health Community Outreach Specialist

Get empowered about your healthcare
Dr. Martin Luther
King said, “Our lives
begin to end the day we
become silent about
things that matter.” Our
healthcare
and
the
choices we get to make
surrounding it matters,
and we cannot be silent
about that.
Dr. Kentaya Beeler
understood this sentiment more deeply when
she was diagnosed with a
brain tumor in 2009 at the
age of 31.
“Most people say I
don’t want to talk about
it,” she said, referring to
their end-of-life wishes or
difficult health care decision making. Beeler had
to have those difficult conversations with her parents and young friends
and then get her affairs in
order before she could
have her life-saving surgery, which left her unable to walk for 18
months.
Beeler took her experiences to heart and approached her pastor at
Mt. Zion Progressive Mis-

sionary Baptist Church in
St. Pete, in partnership
with Empath Health, in
the hopes she could spur
conversation and action
around advocating for
healthcare for their
parishioners, as well as
others in the community.
From those conversations came two well-attended sessions: one on
advance
care
planning/living wills and
the other on what Palliative Care is and how it can
improve the quality of life
at the end of life.
“The living will session was so popular I had
to get more Empath
Health living will materials because so many participants shared the
information with family
and friends that they
wanted to do their advance care planning too,”
said Beeler.
Beeler’s story will be
featured at Empath
Health’s third annual
Gospel Health Brunch in
partnership with MLK
Day of Service Friday,

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise
the
Lord
saints.
Here we go.
If you remember
from last week, I gave
you several scriptures
and I asked you to research each one to find
out the common theme.
Well, if you did, you
would have found out
that according to them,
and there are more,
Jesus is Lord, God, plain
and simple.
I don’t get into it that
deep with none believers
because they will never
have spiritual discernment and it’s a waste of
time.
I’m sorry but I gotta
say this.
Over the years, you
will build relationships
with folks along the way,
some will even become
friends and join your
inner circle.
Now, becoming into
my inner circle means
we are friends and I have
Love for you that is different than the Love God
says we must have because I see you more like

family.
Here’s what that
DOES NOT mean. If for
any reason, you do things
that are contrary to my
beliefs, ESPECIALLY my
spiritual moral beliefs, I
will never agree with
them or you in that matter.
Friendship is not blanket blind friendship and
compliance to everything
you do.
We had a saying in
the Marines and I will
clean it up a bit and say
that you can’t “tinkle” on
my boots and tell me its
raining outside.
I will go outside or
check the weather report
and then we have a issue.
Nuff said on that.
Ezekiel 34 and Jeremiah 23 are 2 passages of
scriptures that speak to
the very issues that are
vital and applicable to the
“Black” mega church
today.
I know it originated in
the “white” church but
we should have known
better. I can remember
back when I was growing

Dr. Kentaya Beeler
Jan. 17. This event includes delicious brunchstyle foods, uplifting
gospel music and education from community
members and Empath
Health staff.
This year our theme is
focusing on healthcare
advocacy and empowerment – for yourself and
those you care about. The
program will feature interactive presentations about
advance care planning, a
spotlight on Empath
Health’s pediatric programs, uplifting music
from
Pastor
Jon

Members of New Philadelphia Ministries

Matthews and
the New Philadelphia
Ministries and more.
Maria Straud returns as
host for the third year.
According to a recent
study from the University
of Virginia, there are
many
misconceptions
about African Americans
and their health that not
only African Americans
believe but also many
doctors.
These misconceptions
continue care disparities
and distrust often found
between patients and
their physicians. Empow-

ering and advocating
about our healthcare is
imperative
and
our
Gospel Health Brunch
hopes to be a part of this
change.
Returning for the second year-in-a-row is Pastor Matthews and the
New Philadelphia Ministries. He said: “A popular untruth is what you
don’t know won’t hurt
you. Empath Health is out
in our community, providing services that can help
us through those things.”
He believes that this
information needs to get

out in the community, and
the format of the brunch
with the gospel music will
help draw people in.
Join Empath Health’s
Gospel Health Brunch
Friday, Jan. 17, 2020, at
Empath Health Community Service Center, 3050
First Ave., S, St. Petersburg. Doors open at 6
p.m. and the program begins at 6:30 p.m.
Please RSVP at EmpathHealth.org/GospelBrunch or call Dee
Touhey at 727-523-3427.

Battle scars: When the
church wounds its own,
part 8
up with Angley, Roberts,
Swaggert, Baker, and
more and how they did
and said things on t.v.
that once you opened
your Bible, you would
find out that it didn’t line
up with scripture.
However, they had
the huge buildings with
the best of everything
and those that were in
their valley experience
would become victims
and think that sending in
their last dime for that
“prayer cloth”, “miracle
healing water or oil” or
whatever, wait, I remember hearing that one of
them would send you a
piece of a cloth they used
that had their sweat on it,
I can’t make this up.
People who were lost
and unlearned about
True Holiness Apostolic
teaching fell hook, line,
and sinker for this buffoonery and the sad reality is millions are still
falling today.
The difference is that
the David Copperfield
show is more subtle and
entertaining.

All they do is appeal
to your emotional heart
strings by way of a 2 hour
“Praise and Worship”
service and your caught.
There are some recording artists that can sing
so angelically and unbeknown to most, you have
no control over how you
react to those light and
sound frequencies that
speak to your spirit
chakra and they know
this and have mastered
the art of manipulation.
Look what they do,
starting at verse 2 in
Ezek 34 where they fed
themselves, wore the
best clothes, hint, hint,
Italian custom fitted hand
stitched Armani suits, ate
the best of foods, but didn’t feed God’s people.
God gave you the power
to strengthen those that
were weak, heal the sick,
recover those that were
injured, but you chose
not to do any of that. OH,
MY BAD, they had to pay
for their healing by coming up in the prayer line
based on your offering!
Pay attention to verse

4, you ran off some for
God’s knows what, and
ruled over them with
force and cruelty and
didn’t have the common
decency to go and try to
get them to come back. I
know coming up I would
take joy in saying that
they became backsliders
and not worthy of going
after them because they
didn’t want to live saved
no more. Trust, this I’m
speaking from personal
experience and YES, it
was upper leadership
that did it.
Notice what would
happen to those that
were ran out the church,
they became victims of
the world so know that
their blood was on your
hands. Read Ezek 3
where it talks about the
watchman and his responsibility and if he didn’t sound the trumpet
warning the people.
Remember what I
said months ago that
there are over 20,000+ in
South St, Pete that are
unchurched and have
the mindset that they

would NEVER go to
church or for many go
back to church because
of these vary actions of
church leadership.
Pastors like me almost don’t stand a
chance to have some that
you have come in contact
with visit just because
they have lassoed all Pastors into a specific bubble and are not even
open to see for themselves. I used to get offended because I have
been nothing but good
and a friend to them but
it wasn’t enough to overcome
the
deeply
wounded hurt that they
have been carrying with
themselves for decades
in some cases.
I will pick up on those
that from the outward appearance seem to performing acts of kindness
but if you are living a life
that is against God’s
Word, do I praise you, I
praise you and your acts
NOT!
Till next week,
Blessings Bishop Elect
Dr. Rob Harrison
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Visionary
Brief

Her work continues

by Keisha Bell, Esq.
Have you noticed the
difference between a
mind that is free and one
of bondage?
Meet Araminta Ross,
commonly known as
Harriet Tubman. It is
suspected that Tubman
was born around 1822 in
Dorchester County, Md.
She was the first AfricanAmerican woman honored on a U.S. postage
stamp. On March 10,
1913, Tubman died.
When many think of
Harriet Tubman, the Underground
Railroad
quickly comes to mind.
When considering the
sacrifices she made to
discover freedom for herself, and then to lead oth-

ers to it, it is no wonder
that so many think her
story stops there. It does
not. Her work continues.
Imagine beginning
life as a slave on a plantation surviving under the
daily threats of beatings
and assaults, combined
with the constant fear of
being permanently separated from family members. At a time when
there was no misunderstanding that freedom
has a cost, imagine setting your mind to travel
alone and into unknown
territory to attain it – as a
woman.
Despite the threat,
Tubman did it and more.
Her work continued.

During the American
Civil
War,
Tubman
served as a cook, nurse,
armed scout and spy for
the Union Army. Initially,
while serving as a nurse,
she received government rations for her
work. Reportedly, newly
freed blacks thought she
was getting special treatment. Tubman had no interest
in
such
distractions. To keep the
peace, she gave up her
right to the rations and
sold pies and root beer
for money.
Determined to do her
part to abolish slavery,
Tubman made history
again by becoming the
first woman to lead an

armed expedition in the
war. On June 2, 1863, she
guided the raid at Combahee Ferry. Her experience of leading slaves to
freedom via the Underground Railroad prepared her for her military
role. The raid freed more
than 700 slaves.
Sadly, Tubman never
received a regular salary
for her service. She remained in continuous
poverty. This, however,
did not stop her from
helping her family and
former slaves.
Tubman fell victim to
scammers who stole
$2,000 from her. Interestingly, this event triggered public outrage that

eventually led to her receiving compensation.
What a life of sacrifice, yet still, Tubman
was not done. She
worked to promote the
women’s suffrage with
other well-respected activists. She was known
for speaking out in favor
of women’s voting rights.
In 1973, Tubman was
posthumously inducted
into
the
National
Women’s Hall of Fame.
Also, in 1985, she was inducted into the Maryland Women’s Hall of
Fame.
The world is changed
because Tubman believed during a time
when dreaming for

someone like her was not
encouraged. She relied
on her faith and maintained steadfast in the
fight for social justice –
not just for herself but for
others.
Despite the bondage
into which she was born,
Tubman achieved a
mindset of being free.
She inspires. Her work
continues.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com

Direct File in Florida: Sending too many kids, mostly black, to adult jails
KIDS, from front page

The problems surrounding direct file are
numerous. For one, it
means state prosecutors
don’t have to send the
children before a judge
but can send them directly to adult jail – and
there’s no way a child or
family can appeal. Florida
is one of only 14 states
that use direct file, and
one of only three that
doesn’t give judges the
ability to review cases.
Florida sent more than
900 kids through the
adult system in 2017-18,
sending
more
kids
through the system than
states with larger populations like California and
Texas. In fact, in 2016,
Florida direct filed more
children than California,
Texas,
Pennsylvania,
North
Carolina
and
Michigan combined.
Since 2009, the Sunshine State has prosecuted more than 16,000
children as adults.
Notably, black kids

fair worse when it comes
to being jailed as adults:
63 percent of youth who
are direct filed are black
— although black children make up only 22 percent
of
Florida’s
public-school kids.
Additionally:
• Locking children up
with adult criminals is antithetical to positive reinforcement and doesn’t
provide the commonsense accountability practices provided in juvenile
facilities.
• The adult prison system can’t provide the appropriate education or
transition services, nor
can it assure a child’s
safety among adult prisoners.
• Due to safety issues,
kids sent to adult jails are
often held in solitary confinement — which is regarded
as
so
psychologically damaging
it’s considered “tantamount to torture.”
• Children prosecuted

as adults receive felony
convictions that stay with
them for the rest of their
lives, depriving them of
opportunities in the military or the ability to receive financial aid for
college – before they’ve
even turned 18.
• Studies show that
kids prosecuted as adults
leads to higher rates of recidivism and a greater
likelihood of returning to
crime than those who go
through the juvenile justice system.
• Most direct files are
for nonviolent offenses;
these kids are not a threat
to public safety, with 70
percent receiving probation – begging the question why direct file was
necessary at all.
With all the research
and data, the question is
“Why does Florida continue to direct file so
many children?”
Most Floridians are
against direct file: 86 percent
think
children

shouldn’t be held in adult
jail while awaiting trial
and 77 percent believe
that a judge, not a prosecutor, should decide
whether a child is prosecuted as an adult.
While 36 states have
passed Juvenile Justice
Reform bills to quell the
use of direct file since
2005, Florida is not
among that number – but
the coalition has a plan to
change that.
“Right now, we have
law that we have gotten a
bill on that will be introduced in the house called
House Bill 285, which is
the Due Process Hearing
Bill,” shared Mayers.
Through House Bill
285, juveniles that are direct filed from the state’s
attorney from juvenile
court to adult court will
be able to petition a judge
in adult court to review
the case, do a mental
health assessment of the
juvenile, and determine if
the state attorney made

the proper decision by direct filing that juvenile.
If not, then that judge
can send the juvenile back
to juvenile court where
they will be treated as,
and receive a sentence appropriate to, a juvenile.
The training schooled
participants on direct file,
as well as giving them
pointers on how and
when to reach out to law
makers, sample scripts
for discussing the issue
and gauging their representatives’ responses, and
how to encourage legislators to learn more about
House Bill 285.
Participants also got to
hear several mothers
share painful stories of
youth who were locked
away by direct file.
Summers said that the
SPLC has been a longtime partner in Dream
Defender’s work to dismantle systems contributing to mass incarceration
and the youth impacted
by it.

“We think it’s a great
opportunity to let people
know that direct file is
pretty horrible in Pinellas
County.
People
like
Bernie McCabe and Sheriff Gualtieri continue to
allow these things to happen – and both of their
seats are up for re-election next year.”
Dream Defenders is
already gearing up for
electoral work around
these campaigns next
year.
“Our position on
restorative justice for juveniles is that there are far
too many juveniles in the
adult prison system,”
stated
Clearwater
NAACP’s
Atkinson.
“We’re looking for solutions to get them out and
to put judgement in a
more partial person’s
hands than the state’s attorney.”
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com
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Gibbs Classes
of ‘63, ‘65 & ‘66
Annual Holiday Party
Friday, December 27, 2019
8:00 pm to Midnight
Tickets $20.00 • BYOF – Cash Bar
Free Soft Drinks & Bottled Water
Music by DJ Charles,
featuring Ms. Jackie

Gulfport Casino
Ballroom
5500 Shore Blvd. S.
Gulfport, FL 33707
For tickets and information, call
Mary Allen (727) 327-7717
Jacquelyn Williams (727) 864-3323
Shirley Smith (727) 415-4628

Annua
A
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M
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ng
g

CONNECT
WITH US!
Healthy Start cordially invites
s you to FHOHEUDWHZLWKXV for our 2019
2
annual
meeting7KHHYHQWZLOOVKRZ
ZFDVHourSURJUDP successesDQGIXWXUH
HQGHDYRUV'RQ WPLVVRXWRQ
QRXU2020 Calendar DQGCoYHUU Win
nnerUHYHDO
Saturday, December 14, 2019 from 10am-1pm
Center for Health Equity,
2333 34th Street South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Please RSVP online by December 9th.
Call 727-767-6780 FMI or visit www.HopkinsAllChildrens.org/HSAn
nnual

W W W. T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For
more than 40 years, we have provided compassionate lifeFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County
hospice:
• With freestanding specialized care centers providing
continuous medical care if your loved one has
uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their
quality of life and your peace of mind.
• Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000
community volunteers, helping us provide the best
possible care for your loved one.
• With a local foundation that supports services and
care not paid for by insurance. This means your
donations and support of our hospice stay in your
community.
• That’s part of the larger Empath Health network
including palliative care, home health, elder
care, advance care planning and more – offering
complete support for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org
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City is moving forward with Commerce Park
land and Tangerine Plaza
MUSEUM, from front page

“Today, with the goal
of honoring our past as
we pursue our future,
with enthusiasm for an
unprecedented partnership and a reimagined
corridor, we are hitting
the reset button on the
land formerly known as
Commerce Park.”
Kriseman reports that
the unsolicited proposal,
which the city will have
to formally advertise for,
begins with a more than
2.5-acre site where workforce-owned housing, not
leased but owned property, would be found,
along with commerce
and retail facing 22nd
Street.
The commerce and
retail would be operated
by an inclusive community consortium, and
would contribute to a
community redevelopment fund, he added.
Specifically, he noted,
Deuces Rising continues
with providing a “long
term, nominal lease on
land that fronts 22nd
Street, along with a financial commitment of one
million dollars for a future
Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum,” remarks that drew
a hearty round of applause from those present, including Terri
Lipsey Scott, the museum’s executive director.
Mayor Kriseman said
he “loves the Woodson
Museum” and its potential.
“Our city, this very
community and the rich
history associated with it,
is deserving of a proper

museum on a well-traveled corridor. We have
set aside more than 5
acres for this purpose,
and we expect a community-driven capital campaign to complement our
efforts.”
Building the institution will likely cost in the
$15-million range, according to Lipsey Scott.
Kriseman also announced that it’s time to
“move forward” on redeveloping
Tangerine
Plaza, the troubled site a
mile south on 22nd Street
and 18th Avenue.
“My administration
took control of that site a
couple of years ago so
that we would no longer
have to depend on others
to do the right thing,” he
declared. “We will do the
right thing,” he proclaimed.
The city will issue a
Request for Proposal
soon, so look for it in The
Weekly Challenger.
“We are requesting a
mix of housing types to
help achieve our ‘Housing for All, from All’
goals, as well as a muchneeded fresh food component,” the mayor
explained.
The
mayor
said
they’ve had community
conversations, had walkthroughs with the private
sector and conducted a
market study.
“And we believe it’s
now time for Tangerine
Plaza to also rise,” he
added, noting that given
the plaza’s location and
the possibilities stemming from a Deuces Ris-

ing that he’s confident
whoever is awarded the
site “will be rewarded by
those who live here and
want to live here.”
According to the Concept Summary: a Sankofa
Vision to Help Revive the
Deuces, the vision is for a
partnership with the City
of St. Petersburg that is
broadly inclusive of the
community in the design,
development and operations of built products.
Proposed
community
partners and invitees
would include, but not be
limited to, among others,
in alphabetical order:
• African American
Heritage Association
(as an advisor to
community history)
• Binger Financial
Services
• Carter G. Woodson
African American
Museum
• Collective
Empowerment
Group of the TBA
• Community
Development &
Training Center/
New Deal
• Corporation to
Develop Communities
of Tampa
• Felton-Howard Law
• Mt. Zion Human
Services
• One8Development
• Pinellas County Urban
League
• The 2020 Plan/
One Community Plan
• Tampa Bay Black
Business Investment
Corporation
• VISION Investors
and others

Young entrepreneur opens Custom Beauty Spa
BOSS , from front page

enlisted her to be a mentor.
With an entrepreneurial spirit, she leaped in
headfirst into business
ownership. Daniels said it
is stressful but exciting.
“It’s nerve-wracking
sometimes, but it makes
me happy. I’m doing what
I enjoy doing.”
Daniels did an extensive amount of research
into opening a nail salon.
She and her boyfriend ran
the numbers, took their
savings, and shopped
around for used equipment from other salons.
“So, we did the research first just to see if it
was even achievable with
what we had. And it was,
so we just went for it. We
told ourselves: “We’re just
going to go full force and
jump out on faith.”
Located at 3600 49th
St. N, the building had to
be outfitted to house a
salon. Daniels had to deal

with contractors and
everything that goes
along with remodeling,
but her biggest obstacle
came after she opened.
“Getting people in the
door, that’s the hardest
work that I’m doing,” she
admitted.
Daniels has picked up
clientele from Facebook,
Instagram, and a local
coupon book. She hands
out and posts flyers everywhere she goes, and
some new clients are her
mom’s old customers,
anxious to support a
woman-owned minority
business.
The 28-year-old entrepreneur plans to enroll at
PTC-SP once again to
take the Facials Specialty
course. When she completes the 260-hours program, she will be able to
offer services such as
waxing, microdermabrasion, and light therapy.
For now, besides pedi-

cures and manicures, she
offers microblading, individual mink, and strip
eyelash services.
Even though the Nail
Specialty program is only
10 weeks long, obstacles
have a way of derailing
student success. Daniels
could have been one of
those students, but she
pressed on.
“Things are going to
happen that will give you
a reason to stop, but you
got to remember why you
started,” she advised.
“Keep going even if it
takes you a little longer to
finish.”
Daniels’ two daughters are growing up
watching their mom hone
her craft as she did with
hers. Both daughters are
showing signs of artistry
– the cycle continues.
About Nails Specialty program
The mission of the
Nail Specialty program is

to prepare students for
employment as a Florida
registered manicurists
and pedicurists. The twoand-a-half-month program
teaches manicuring, pedicuring, artificial nails, and
nail art.
Students also learn

communication, leadership, human relations and
employability skills, safe
and efficient work practices, Florida cosmetology law and rules, and
salon management. Students must pass a written
and practical (hands-on)

examination to earn a certificate of completion.
For more information
on the more than 40 programs offered at PTC,
visit myptc.edu or call
727-893-2500 in St. Pete
and 727-538.7167 in Clearwater.

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students
the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first
choice for workforce training.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education
(COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898
or 800-917-2081 and Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033,
(404) 679-4500
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark M.B Church
Women Intermediate Auxiliary
Presents:

A Holiday Heritage Brunch Workshop
Healing the Divides and Strengthening the Sistahood
Luke 10:38-42
Workshop Facilitator: Rev Brian K. Brown, Pastor
Location: St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
1301 37th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Date: December 14, 2019
Time: 10 am to 2pm
Dress Code: African Attire
Donation: $10.00
For questions and additional information
please contact Sis. Charissa Jackson at 727-452-7732
or Sis. Leticia Rogers at 727-253-5748

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Angels watching over me
“The angel of the Lord
encamps round about them
that fear him and delivers
them.” Psalm 34:7
Angels are more than
an ornament on a Christmas tree. In the hierarchy
of beings, first there is God,
then angels, human beings,
animals,
and
finally
plants/insects. Angels are
messengers that God sends
to give you special insight,
clarity, and direction at critical points in your journey.
God also sends angels into
your life to aid you with
tasks that you need to ac-

complish throughout your
human experience.
Jesus, our Wayshower,
knew that his wilderness
experience had come to an
end when the negativity departed, and the angels appeared.
The angels
ministered to him. They
served him and provided
him with the support that
he needed to begin his ministry.
As a human being, you
are in the middle of the hierarchy of beings. When
you descend and function
from your lower conscious-

ness, you often drop to the
animalistic nature. The animalistic nature focuses on
immediate gratification and
non-stop pleasure without
regard for consequences or
impact on yourself and others. When you ascend and
operate in your Christ consciousness, you transcend
human limitations and become one of God’s angels
manifesting good throughout the earth.
Affirmation – I accept
my angels and I release
them to work on my behalf.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Dealing with your devils
“Submit
yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from
you.” James 4:7
The devil is not an entity
with a tail and a pitchfork.
The devil is the part of your
soul that does not desire to
grow, change, or heal. The
devil is crystalized negativity.
It is that part of you that desires to hold on to negativity
instead of forgiveness. The
devil is your subconscious
mind that continuously replays the tape of victimization
instead of learning from your
past experiences and letting
them go, forgiveness.
Jesus, the Wayshower,

told the devil to get behind
him which means become a
thing of my past. He cast the
devil, the personification of
evil, out of his current experience and limited him to his
past. When Jesus took his
rightful place in consciousness
as
demonstrated
through his words and his actions, the devil departed from
him.
As you continue to grow
in Christ consciousness, you
too realize that you no longer
need a scapegoat to blame
for your life. You understand
more and more that you are
your own devil and that negativity can only manifest

through your limited beliefs,
faculty perceptions, erroneous ideas, and sins (self-inflicted nonsense). Taking
total responsibility for your
way of being (perceptions,
thoughts, words, and actions) causes the presence of
evil and feelings of negativity
to leave you.
Affirmation – I focus on
God, the good, and I take responsibility for my life.
Visualization Activity –
Close your eyes and visualize
all negativity leaving your
body and your mind by wrapping it all up in a ball and
throwing it away or burning
it.
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